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Professional Experience

Ms. Shelton was appointed Chief Legal Counsel for the Commission on State Mandates
in 2005, and previously served as senior staff counsel at the Commission beginning in 1997.

Professional Organizations

Ms. Shelton has represented the Commission at all levels of the courts, including cases
brought before the California Supreme Court. Prior to her state service, Ms. Shelton was an
associate attorney in a civil litigation firm (Thompson, Meade, and Nielsen), specializing in
insurance defense, complex civil litigation, propane and fire explosions, construction accidents,
and wrongful death cases.

Education

Ms. Shelton earned a Juris Doctorate degree with honors in 1993 from the University of
the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, and a Bachelor’s of Arts degree, with honors, in
Sociology with a Minor in Business Administration from California State University,
Sacramento.



